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A word from UF Agroecology Program Director 
 

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the UF Agroecology graduate 
program!  

Today’s agroecosystems are facing issues of increasing complexity, and the 
need to train highly skilled professionals to tackle these new challenges has 
never been greater. Mitigating climate change, food insecurity and 
exponential population growth require agricultural programs grounded in 
robust scientific approaches within an ecosystem framework. This new 
educational paradigm is the foundation of agroecology, the scientific 
discipline which aims to study agroecosystems by evaluating their impacts 
on production, environment and society. With this in mind, our program 

strives to provide our students with a transdisciplinary curriculum that emphasizes rigorous exploration 
of the fundamental scientific principles behind sustainability, resource management, valuation of 
ecosystem services and system productivity and profitability.  

We also emphasize professional development throughout the program and encourage students to take 
advantage of these opportunities. The UF STAIR Program (Skills Training for Agricultural Industry 
Readiness), in conjunction with the Center for Stress Resilient Agriculture (CSRA), offers a variety of 
professional development opportunities. Most notably, ALS 6031, Project Teams in Agrobiology, allows 
students to interact directly with industry mentors through a semester-long project, and the A2i™ 
Symposium (Accelerate to Industry) brings leading industry representatives to campus to better prepare 
students for life after academia.  

Finally, being a student of UF Agroecology automatically makes you a CSRA Student Fellow, so keep an 
eye out for exciting opportunities and events throughout the year!  

Once again, welcome to our program!  
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Program of Study (POS) for Master of Science 
 

Name:       UFID:  

Major: ____________________ 
 

Required Core Courses 
 

Selection Course Number Course Title Credit 
Hours Semester Offered Grade 

 ALS 5155 Global Agroecosystems 3 Fall  

 AGR 6933/SWS 6931 
ABE 6931/NEM 6931 Graduate Departmental Seminar 1 Any – Final Term  

 ALS 6031  
or ABE 6933/AGG 5607 

Building Skills in Agrobiology or 
Communicating in Academia 2 or 3 Fall or Spring  

 STA 6093 Intro to Applied Statistics  
(pre-req STA 2023)  3 Fall/Spring  

 AGR/SWS/AOM/ENY/NEM 6905 Special Topics (Thesis students will 
complete research hours) 2 Any – Final Term  

 AGR/SWS/AOM/ENY/NEM 6971 Master’s Research Up to 6 Any  
 
And select two of the following (one must correspond to your major) 

 AGR 5511 Crop Ecology 3 Fall  
 SWS 5050 Soils Environmental Professionals 3 Fall or Spring  

 AOM 6736 Principles and Issues in Environmental 
Hydrology 3 Fall  

 ENY 5006/5006L  
or NEM 5004C 

Graduate Survey of Entomology  
Graduate Survey of Nematology 

2+1 
3 

Fall/Spring/Sum C 
Spring 

 

 
and one each from two of the following groups (one must correspond to your major) 
Group 1 – Agronomy Focus Area 

 AGR 5444 Ecophysiology of Crops 3 Spring  
 AGR 6422C Environmental Crop Nutrition 3 Fall  

Group 2 – Soil and Water Focus Area 
 SWS 5246 Water Sustainability 3 Spring  
 SWS 5208 Sust. Agr & Urban Land Management 3 Fall  

Group 3 – Engineering Focus Area 
 AOM 6735 Irrigation Principles and Management 3 Fall  
 ABE 6645C Computer Simulation of Crop Growth 

and Management Responses 3 Summer  

Group 4 – Entomology Focus Area 
 ENY 5707C Plant Nematology 3 Spring  
 ENY 5236 Insect Pest and Vector Management 3 Summer C  

 
Electives (as needed to reach the required number of credits): 

Course Number Course Title Credit 
Hours 

Semester Offered Grade 
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Program of Study (POS) for Master of Science 

 
 
 
 
 
 

30 credits Total are Required for the MS degree 
 

 

Approval/Signatures – Below the signature lines, type in the appropriate name 

 
 

__________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Student:        UF Faculty Chair Name:  

 
 
 
        ___________________________________ 
        UF Faculty Member Name:  
 
 
 
        ___________________________________ 
        UF Faculty Member Name: 
   
 
 

___________________________________ 
        UF Faculty Member or Special Member 
Name:   
 

Graduate Coordinator Review date/approval: __________________________________ 

 

Work closely with your committee chair to develop your POS 

Please make sure to refer to your major’s graduate handbook for detailed 
information about the specific requirements on your POS 

For questions please contact 
Romain Gloaguen 

romain.gloaguen@ufl.edu  

mailto:romain.gloaguen@ufl.edu
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Supervisory Committee 
 

M.S. non-thesis students: The Committee must be composed of a minimum of three members. 
You must have at least one faculty from the department of your major (Advisor), one faculty from 
another department within the concentration, plus a third member (either UF faculty or a 
“Special Member”). This is done in consultation with the Graduate Advisor.  

The M.S. non-thesis student’s Committee is responsible for approval of course work and 
provides guidance and review of the student’s professional development and non-thesis 
Agroecology project. They are also responsible for conducting the final exam. The exact structure 
of this exam can be determined by the Committee. At minimum, it should consist of a written 
and oral presentation of the Agroecology project. Performance on these components forms the 
basis for the student grade in AGR/SWS/AOM/ENY/NEM 6905 and the Graduate Departmental 
Seminar course. The Committee may choose to include as part of the final exam written and/or 
oral questions designed to test the student’s core competency. The student’s performance in 
aggregate for the activities included in the final exam provides the basis for deciding on a 
passing/failing performance on the exam. 

M.S. thesis students:  Check your major’s requirements in terms of number of faculty your 
committee must be composed of. This is done in consultation with the Graduate Advisor. 

The Committee needs to be formed by the end of your first term. If the student declares a 
minor (not required), one of the committee members must be from the minor department. The 
Graduate Advisor completes an annual academic evaluation for each student and the student 
presents it to his/her Supervisory Committee for review and authorization.  
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Agroecology M.S. Non-Thesis Project  
 
In lieu of a thesis, non-thesis master’s students are required to prepare and present an 
Agroecology Non-Thesis Project. The student body in the program is very diverse, especially in 
the non-thesis concentration. Many of these students are currently employed and are pursuing 
a M.S. degree to further advance in their career. Because of this diversity, we wanted to give 
students the opportunity to work on the project that would be the most helpful to them, whether 
it is for personal interest or for career advancement. Not everyone will benefit from writing a 
research paper! That is the reason why this non-thesis project can take a wide variety of forms, 
not being limited to a research paper. 
 
The non-thesis agroecology project needs to be delivered in a written form, and an oral 
presentation about the project given to the Supervisory Committee is required for graduation. 
Success in doing so will earn the students the 2 credits of AGR/SWS/AOM/ENY/NEM 6905.  
 
Here are some examples of previous non-thesis Agroecology projects: 
 

- Development and analysis of an agroecological 
teaching module for middle schools. 

 
- Development of an extension program based on 

training producers for precision application of 
fertilizer. 

 
- Review and interpretation of African 

agroecosystems and changing paradigms in these 
systems leading to greater food security. 

 
- Implementation and analysis of soil moisture 

technologies for conserving water on a south FL 
blueberry farm. 

 
- Case studies on pest management in organic 

systems. 
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Expected timeline for completion of Non-Thesis Agroecology Project 
 

Deadline Goal 

1st semester 
Discussion with Advisor about relevant topics of interest; 
delineation of some concrete ideas for the project 

Upon completion of 15 
credit hours course 
curriculum 

Submit two to three page project outline to Advisor and 
Supervisory Committee with focus on the rationale, objectives, 
methodology and expected impact/contribution 

Before 
AGR/SWS/AOM/ENY/NEM 
6905 course registration 

Rough draft of the written document needs to be submitted to 
Advisor 

Early part of the final 
semester 

During the final semester, when registered for 
AGR/SWS/AOM/ENY/NEM 6905, project completion and final 
submission to the Advisor and Supervisory Committee will 
occur* 

 
* Note: as mentioned previously the grade for AGR/SWS/AOM/ENY/NEM 6905 will be based on 

the quality of the product of the project edited by the Graduate Advisor and presented to 
the Supervisory Committee. The grade for AGR 6933/SWS 6931/ABE 6931/NEM 6931 is 
associated with an oral presentation of the project. 
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Certificate Offerings 

 

UF Agroecology also offers 3 graduate certificates, all available after a Bachelor of Science with a 
major in a related field such as Agronomy, Soil and Water Sciences, Plant Science, Horticulture, 
Environmental Engineering. For students without the adequate background, at least two biology 
and two chemistry courses are required for application, and more courses can be potentially 
required before admission approval. For detailed information about these certificates, go check 
the “Programs offered” tab of our website! 

1. Sustainable Agroecosystems 

The goal of this 12 credit certificate program is to provide students with an understanding of 
current issues related to agriculture and production systems and valuable skills for a future 
profession in the agricultural sciences. The curriculum is composed of 3 core courses (ALS 5155 
Global Agroecosystems, ALS 5444 Ecophysiology of Crops and SWS 5050 Soils for Environmental 
Professionals) and one elective course. 

2. Global Agroecology 

This 10 to 11 credit certificate aims to provide student with a base knowledge in Agroecology 
(ALS 5155 Global Agroecosystems + 1 elective) along with specific hands-on experience through 
a 3 to 6 months research experience (ALS 5905 International Research Immersion) at one of our 
14 partner institutions. This internship is meant to be a networking opportunity along with a way 
for students to express their scientific curiosity in discovering new agroecosystems. 

3. Tropical Agriculture 

This 12 to 15 credit certificate is designed to address the unique challenges faced with integrating 
production, environment, and society in tropical agroecosystems. Only ALS 5155 Global 
Agroecosystem is required, then students have to choose 3 courses within a list of electives. It is 
offered for the first time this semester! 
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Directory 
 

• UF Agroecology Director – Dr. Diane Rowland dlrowland@ufl.edu  
• UF Agroecology Coordinator – Romain Gloaguen romain.gloaguen@ufl.edu  
• UF STAIR Coordinator – James Estrada estradaj@ufl.edu  
• Graduate Coordinators:  

o Agricultural and Biological Engineering: Dr. Greg Kiker gkiker@ufl.edu 
o Agronomy: Dr. Lynn Sollenberger lesollen@ufl.edu 
o Entomology and Nematology: Dr. Heather McAuslane hjmca@ufl.edu  
o Soil and Water Sciences: Dr. Willie Harris apatite@ufl.edu  

• Academic Specialists: 
o Agricultural and Biological Engineering: Robin Snyder rsnyder@ufl.edu 
o Agronomy: Cynthia Hight chight@ufl.edu  
o Entomology and Nematology: Ruth Brumbaugh brumbaugh@ufl.edu  
o Soil and Water Sciences: Michael Sisk mjsisk@ufl.edu 

  

mailto:dlrowland@ufl.edu
mailto:romain.gloaguen@ufl.edu
mailto:estradaj@ufl.edu
mailto:gkiker@ufl.edu
mailto:lesollen@ufl.edu
mailto:hjmca@ufl.edu
mailto:apatite@ufl.edu
mailto:rsnyder@ufl.edu
mailto:chight@ufl.edu
mailto:brumbaugh@ufl.edu
mailto:mjsisk@ufl.edu
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UF STAIR 
 

A new initiative recently launched through the Center for Stress 
Resilient Agriculture, UF STAIR was created with the goal to better 
prepare graduate students to enter the private sector (industry, non-
profit, etc.), and consists of three exciting initiatives: 

ALS 5905 International Research Immersion – 3 credits 

Our International Immersion course provides students with the opportunity to conduct a 
semester long research internship abroad with a UF Agroecology partner institution. There are 
currently 14 institutions to choose from worldwide. This class is available to all UF students and 
is offered every term. If interested and before registering, please contact Romain Gloaguen 
romain.gloaguen@ufl.edu to establish a connection with a mentor at the host institution. This 
process should be initiated early on in curriculum.  

ALS 6031 Project Team Research: Building Skills in Agrobiology – 3 credits 

This course provides students with hands-on 
experience solving a real-world problem faced by an 
agricultural partner. Through this course you will 
acquire/refine skills within the following areas: 
project management; working in interdisciplinary 
teams; effective communication (written and oral) 
with peers and mentors; tackling complex projects 
through creative and novel approaches, and 
formulating, designing, and presenting 

methodologies to solve problems. Project Teams are offered each semester and students from 
all disciplines are welcome. The topics of the class are subject to industry needs, and students 
are encouraged to contact Dr. James Estrada estradaj@ufl.edu to enquire about upcoming class 
topics along with availability. 

A2I Symposium: Accelerate to Industry 

This innovative 3-days symposium hosted in partnership with NC State University features 
developmental workshops, panel discussions, presentations from industry stakeholders, and 
networking events – all focused on developing skills that provide students with a competitive 
edge in the agricultural job market. Participants will also have the opportunity to interview and 

mailto:romain.gloaguen@ufl.edu
mailto:estradaj@ufl.edu
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discuss career opportunities with industry leaders during the event. So far we plan on hosting A2I 
once in late Summer/early Fall, and in Spring. Space is limited. A couple of months before the 
event, word will be sent (email, flyers) about the opening date for application. You will need to 
provide a cover letter explaining why you want to attend A2I, along with a CV. Cost for the 
whole symposium, including lunch and snacks throughout the day is $50. Scholarships are 
available for outstanding applicants. All graduate students and post-docs are encouraged to 
apply! 

 

 

 

Useful Links and Info 
 

UF    www.ufl.edu (Note the convenient “Search” field in the top, right corner) 
Computing Help Desk  http://helpdesk.ufl.edu/ (UF email, Tech support, Thesis formatting templates) 
UF Bookstore  http://www.bsd.ufl.edu/g1c/bookstore/bookstore.asp (Textbooks, software) 
Handbooks   https://agroecology.ifas.ufl.edu/student-handbooks/ 
 
Agronomy web pages to develop a program of study and recruit a committee 
Agroecology   agroecology.ifas.ufl.edu 
Agric. and Bio. Engin.  abe.ufl.edu 
Agronomy    agronomy.ifas.ufl.edu 
Entomology and Nematology entnemdept.ufl.edu 
Soil and Water Sciences soils.ifas.ufl.edu 
 
 
Who to contact for Registration 
ABE/AOM   Robin Snyder  rsnyder@ufl.edu  
AGR    Use link: https://ufl.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8BKzo7N6yvHtU4B 
ENY/NEM  Ruth Brumbaugh brumbaug@ufl.edu  
SWS   Mike Sisk mjsisk@ufl.edu    
STA 6093 Intro Applied Stats use link: 
https://ufl.qualtrics.com/CP/Report.php?SID=SV_6rnWZMV8b2eNRYx&R=R_1roDH6YflkfdwCd 
   
 
  

mailto:rsnyder@ufl.edu
https://ufl.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8BKzo7N6yvHtU4B
mailto:brumbaug@ufl.edu
mailto:mjsisk@ufl.edu
https://ufl.qualtrics.com/CP/Report.php?SID=SV_6rnWZMV8b2eNRYx&R=R_1roDH6YflkfdwCd
https://ufl.qualtrics.com/CP/Report.php?SID=SV_6rnWZMV8b2eNRYx&R=R_1roDH6YflkfdwCd
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Ways to Connect 
 

Student Spotlight 

Be featured on our website under the Student Spotlight section! Whether you have an unusual 
background, want to share some exciting news about your research, or just wish to talk about your 
experience in the program, please reach out to Romain Gloaguen and he will work with you to write a 
blog post. You are also encouraged to send him any sort of ag-related (and trust-worthy!) news you come 
across and find interesting, along with cool pictures that can be posted on the Agroecology Twitter page. 

Any picture that you provide to the program or that is taken by someone affiliated with UF Agroecology 
can potentially be used on our website and various social media platforms. Therefore, we ask that, if 
agreeable, you fill out the Photo and Publicity Consent and Release form on the following page. This form 
does not replace any copyright laws associated with photos provided to the Agroecology Program.  

 

CSRA Student Fellows 

The Center for Stress Resilient Agriculture is currently formulating the CSRA Student Fellows Program. For 
further information, please go to: csra.ifas.ufl.edu. This initiative is aimed at connecting students from all 
departments that have joined the CSRA, and foster a spirit of scholarship and collaboration. Some of these 
initiatives include lunch seminars known as the CSRA Science Café, Agricultural Hackathon, A2i+ 
workshops with different industry leaders, and a student incubator associated with UF Innovate HUB for 
students interested in entrepreneurship. Come check out all the opportunities!  
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General Consent and Release Form 
 

 I agree that the University of Florida Board of Trustees (the “University”) may record my 
participation, appearance, likeness, and voice or any digital, analogue, or other device or storage medium, 
including DVD, CD, video tape, audio tape, or photograph (the “Materials”).  I hereby unconditionally and 
irrevocable consent to the University’s use of the Materials for any legal purpose.  

 I waive any right to be paid for use of the Materials, or to object to the use of the Materials for 
any purpose, including publishing, printing, displaying, exhibiting, distributing, or otherwise publicity using 
the Materials.  The University may edit, crop, retouch, or otherwise alter the Materials to reveal my name 
and identity in the Materials or do so by descriptive text or commentary.  All intellectual property rights 
that are associated with the Materials are the sole property of the University.  

 I have read and I understand this General Consent and Release.  I am eighteen years of age or 
older. 

  

 Signature:____________________________________________________ 

  

 Printed Name: ________________________________________________ 

 Date: __________________  Cell Phone:___________________ 

  

 Email Address: ________________________________________________ 

 

  

The University of Florida’s IFAS Agroecology Program uses photographs and digital recordings in 
classrooms for promotion purposes.  Thank you for indicating consent for the Agroecology Program to 
use your image. Your consent might include a photo accompanying an announcement of an award or 
examination distributed by email, our website, and/or social media, slide shows for recruiting purposes, 
and/or digital recordings in UF Classrooms for rebroadcast in CANVAS. 

 

 Complete this form and submit to Agroecology email box: agroecology@ifas.ufl.edu  

mailto:agroecology@ifas.ufl.edu
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